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Independent approach  
As Locale Consulting works closely with councils and 
does not act on behalf of developers, we have the 
benefit of being truly independent of what are often 
contentious and sometimes financially significant 
proposals and assessments.    

With this in mind, Locale Consulting has prepared and 
reviewed planning proposals for multiple local 
government clients, particularly in situations where an 
independent assessment is needed.  At other times, 
our straightforward and methodical approach 
provides our council clients with the ability to engage 
us to quickly and effectively more projects forward.   

We also regularly act as an independent chair of 
public hearings related to planning proposals.  

Regional planning specialists 
As a firm based in regional NSW, we have in-depth 
knowledge and understanding about the types of 
issues that are frequently critical matters in planning 
proposals - such as flooding, coastal hazards, 
environmental protection, agriculture and bushfire.  

We understand the growing development pressures 
on regional areas and how recent and ongoing 
changes to the planning system and legislation have 
opened up opportunities for LEP modifications which 
need to be carefully assessed by local government.  

 

 

Our recent experience  
The team at Locale Consulting has specialist 
knowledge, experience and a significant track record 
in advising on strategic planning issues including the 
preparation and review of planning proposals.  

We have prepared and reviewed planning proposals 
on a diverse range of issues including environmental 
protection measures, cemetery proposals, property 
disposal via reclassification, rural-residential land 
development, removal / additional of heritage items, 
urban / employment land releases and to manage 
manufactured homes.

 

 

/    

Planning proposals and planning advice 

Mid Coast Council  

Locale has both developed planning proposals for 
Council, as well as providing independent reviews of 
developer initiated proposals for Council’s 
consideration.  These include.  

- Planning proposal for a major medium density 
housing proposal 

- Planning proposal to create a consistent 
approach to manufactured home estates 

- Planning proposal for a transportation hub  

We have also prepared a Housing Strategy for Mid Coast 
Council which reviewed the residential components of 
three different LEPs, to guide the future consolidated 
LEP across the amalgamated area.  

Hawkesbury Shire Council  

Locale has prepared a number of planning proposals to 
rezone and reclassify council owned land in the 
Hawkesbury LGA.  These include land at: 

- Vineyard to be leased for advertising 
- Pitt Town to be developed for a community 

purposes  

 



Our recent experience  
   

Our approach  
We approach projects with our local government 
clients in a deliberate and considered way.  We 
understand the difficulties of balancing community, 
councillor and industry desires - often being very 
different from each other.  With this in mind, our 
approach is: 

/   Tailored to the local context - We take time to visit 
and appreciate the context of the site or area, 
speak with relevant council staff and other 
stakeholders where necessary.  Most importantly, 
we listen and respond to your ideas and the 
community. 

/   Responsive to your needs - Locale is a reactive 
and nimble organisation and we are well 
positioned to work co-operatively and flexibly with 
you.  We believe a partnership is required to 
capitalise on the skills and available local 
knowledge.   

/   Realistic and feasible - We know that our approach 
must be consistent with the brief and available 
resources.  We work with you to ensure that our 
services are well targeted, offer value for money 
and are within your budget constraints. 

A core strength is our community engagement 
expertise, with four staff holding formal qualifications 
from the International Association for Public 
Participation Australasia (IAP2).   

Combined with our mix of technical, practical and 
theoretical skills ensures that we approach planning 
proposals with a unique depth of knowledge and the 
ability to communicate these with our communities. 

  

Shoalhaven City Council 

Locale undertook an independent assessment of the 
proposed rezoning of land in the Mollymook area.  The 
project analysed the streetscape character and 
development implications, ultimately recommending 
that the areas remain within a low-density zone. 

Locale has also been engaged by Shoalhaven City 
Council to act as an independent Chair in various public 
hearings typically relating to the reclassification of public 
land.   

Byron Shire Council 

Locale was engaged by Byron Shire Council to act as an 
independent Chair of a public hearing about a 
controversial planning proposal to rezone and reclassify 
community land in Mullumbimby to enable the site to be 
developed for affordable housing. 

Destination Sydney South Surrounds  

Locale Consulting has reviewed the land use planning 
approaches to the destination weddings / conferencing 
opportunities in DSSS’s six LGAs to the south of Sydney 
in order to remove planning barriers for this type of 
development.  This has included a template planning 
proposal that can be modified to the individual council, 
with several now using it to progress the situation in a 
co-ordinated way.  

Clarence Valley Council   

Locale was engaged by Clarence Valley Council to act as 
an independent Chair of a public hearing about a 
planning proposal to rezone and reclassify community 
land across the LGA as part of council rationalising its 
assets and land holdings.   



 

Our team 
Our team is committed to improving the outcomes for our regional communities and delivering fundamentally good 
planning results.  Together we bring a strong skill set that covers strategic and statutory planning, community 
engagement and project management. 
 

Steve Thompson 
Director Planning & Strategy 

For more than 20 years Steve has worked across many areas of strategic and development 
planning, transportation, consultation, economic development and urban design.  From 
initial professional experience in architectural offices, to being employed as a policy advisor 
to the Lord Mayor of Sydney, senior positions with GHD and now having established Locale 
Consulting, Steve brings together many of the skill sets that are required for independent 
planning reviews.  Steve holds formal qualifications in planning, government administration 
and public consultation  

Katrina Burbidge  
Principal Planner 
Katrina is a highly regarded planner with over twenty years’ experience.  She has worked on a 
broad range of projects with her experience taking her internationally, as well as within state 
government, local government and the private sector. 

She recently joined the Locale team after five years as a Senior Planner with the Department 
of Planning and Environment where she was responsible for leading the development of the 
North Coast Regional Plan and New England North West Regional Plan, as well assessing 
gateway determinations and advising on the planning legislation and system  

Cinnamon Dunsford  
Principal Planner 
Cinnamon is a Registered Planner and experienced community engagement practitioner with 
20 years experience in the local government sector. She has a range of strategic, coastal, 
rural, environmental and economic planning experience. 

Cinnamon holds the leading qualifications in community engagement from IAP2 and is 
known for her fantastic facilitation and communication skills. Cinnamon is also valued for her 
experience and skill in holistically managing all stages of planning projects. This includes 
preparing strategic planning documents, then moving through the consultation phases and 
into the development implementation. 

Contact us  
To discuss how we can assist your council with preparing or reviewing your next planning proposal or strategic 
planning project, contact  

Northern NSW:     Sydney and Southern NSW: 

Katrina Burbidge     Cinnamon Dunsford  

T     0403 037 704    T     0401 447 603  
E     katrina@localeconsulting.com.au  E     cinnamon@localeconsulting.com.au  

 

 


